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Thursday is the 80th anniversary of
the signing of the United Nations
charter.

In 1945, Canada and 50 other na-
tions adopted an agreement to
“unite our strength to maintain in-
ternational peace.” The world was
tired of war. Leaders were ready to
imagine a different world.

If you’ve lost confidence in the UN
recently, you’re not alone. Only 63
per cent of Canadians still view the
UN favourably, which is still higher
than much of the globe. But the UN
is losing its shine. Many say war is
just part of human nature. But uni-
ty is also part of our nature. Let me
explain.

As children, we naturally fight to
survive. If we’re lucky, as we grow
up we learn to get along with our
family and neighbours. We learn to
use our words.

My ancestors are from Scotland,
where families were fighting each
other for centuries. Eventually, five
warring Cameron families buried
their grievances and formed a
larger clan to protect themselves.
They chose the motto “Unite” and a
clan symbol of five bound arrows.
One arrow breaks easily, but five are
stronger together.

Fast forward to the mid-1800s,
when my impoverished great-
grandparents migrated from Scot-
land to Ontario as farmers. Canada
existed only in imagination. Not far
away lived the nations of the Hau-

denosaunee Confederacy, now our
neighbours at Ohsweken. Their
symbol of unity was a cluster of six
arrows bound together, represent-
ing the strength that came from the
joining of their nations for mutual
security. They had agreed to live
under the Great Law provided by
the Peacemaker.

In 1867, the settlers and First Na-
tions joined peacefully together in
the new country of Canada. A na-
tion of shared values, still evolving,
but made stronger by uniting
against external threats. Family to
clan to nation. 

Are you seeing a historical trend?
Hamilton’s early settlers included

many Scots. My high school, S.A.M.,
was named for Sir Allan MacNab,
the builder of Dundurn Castle. Now
S.A.M.’s alumnus S.G.A. (Shai Gilge-
ous-Alexander, the NBA’s MVP) is
more famous than MacNab. Cana-
da has changed, and we are stron-
ger together.

So what about the United Na-
tions? It’s imperfect, but can you
imagine the world without it?

Hamilton has one of the country’s
oldest chapters of the UN Associ-
ation of Canada (UNAC). Its vision
is “a city of engaged global citizens
who work collaboratively to create
and sustain a culture of peace.” 

They are showing that anyone can
be involved in building a better
world, starting locally with action
supporting the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals. 

See the UNAC website if you want

to get involved!
For 80 years the UN has made our

lives healthier, settled refugees,
provided food to famines, brokered
ceasefires and built economies.

It has moved us toward “peace,
dignity and equality on a healthy
planet.”

But the UN is failing in its main
mission to maintain peace, and
now we are all at risk again in this
warring world.

The UN needs to be reformed and
there are workable proposals on
the table under the UN80 initiative.
Just imagine the joint strength of
193 countries — 193 arrows bound
together against global threats.

No one wants a tyrannical world
government. But, like those Iroqu-
ois chiefs and Cameron chieftains
of old, we need leaders with imag-
ination. We are stronger together.
We don’t need to give up loyalty —
we need to extend it.

A wise man said, “The Earth is but
one country and mankind its citi-
zens.” What will it take to get there?
A famous songwriter said it starts
with the imagination. Can we imag-
ine one country for our grandchil-
dren? “You may say I’m a dreamer,
but I’m not the only one.” Imag-
ination needs to be followed by ac-
tion.

Happy birthday Canada, and hap-
py anniversary to the UN Charter.

I’m proud of my country. And I’m
proud of my planet.
BRIAN H. CAMERON IS A RETIRED

SURGEON LIVING IN DUNDAS.

For 80 years, the United Nations has made our lives healthier, settled refugees, provided food during
famines and built economies. But it is failing in its mission to maintain peace, Brian H. Cameron writes. 
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The UN Charter at 80
We don’t need to give up loyalty, we need to extend it

B R I A N H . C A M E R O N

Across Canada and around the world, renters are
facing rising housing costs, bad-faith evictions and the
growing influence of corporate landlords.

Here in Hamilton, the pressure is real — but so is the
resistance. More and more tenants are organizing,
forming unions and demanding that housing be treat-
ed as a right, not a commodity.

From co-op conversions to political mobilization and
self-organized housing models, renters are proving
collective action works.

In Hamilton, tenants on Caroline Street faced a
looming threat: their building was going up for sale.
With corporate landlords circling and renovictions
likely, the tenants organized with support from
ACORN and community donors. They fundraised,
strategized and bought the building themselves —
transforming it into a co-op they now own and manage
collectively.

This isn’t just a local success story. It’s a blueprint.
When renters have tools, support and solidarity, they
can protect their homes and take power back into their
own hands.

Tenant organizing isn’t only about defending against
eviction notices. It’s about challenging who gets to
make decisions in our cities.

In “Politics, Power, and Precarity,” researchers 
Jamila Michener and Mallory SoRelle show that ten-
ant unions blur traditional categories. They act as
interest groups, advocacy organizations and grassroots
movements all at once. Why? Because tenant unions
are made up of people fighting not only for their own
homes, but for fairer housing systems.

These unions build new forms of political engage-
ment. Tenants go from isolated individuals to empo-
wered communities. During COVID-19, rent strikes
surged. In some cities, neighbours physically blockad-
ed buildings to stop evictions. People join these move-
ments not only because they’ve experienced harm —
but because they want to build something better.

In Rio de Janeiro, the residents of Asa Branca formed
a strong, self-organized community in the absence of
formal support. As Robin Hueppe writes in “The Land
Will Stay,” their unity and shared decision-making led
to long-term housing stability.

While this context differs from Canada, the lesson is
global: when communities are trusted to lead and
resourced to act, they build resilient housing solutions.
It’s a compelling case for community-led housing
models in Canadian cities, especially where govern-
ment support is limited.

David Madden and Peter Marcuse, in “In Defense of
Housing,” argue housing problems are not personal
failings. They are political crises. Framing housing as a
market good, hides the real culprits: policies and sys-
tems that allow scarcity and displacement to thrive.

They urge us to ask: Who benefits when housing is
unaffordable? How can we build alternatives rooted in
justice? Their work supports the growing movement
to de-commodify housing through co-ops, land trusts
and public ownership.

In “Disrupting the Order of Things,” Amie Thurber
and James Fraser document how tenants at Nashville’s
largest public housing complex organized to stop dem-
olition. Their victory was about more than saving
homes. It redefined how housing is valued and who
gets to shape its future.

Just like in Hamilton, these residents faced gentrifi-
cation and loss of accessible housing. Their story
shows that when communities organize, they not only
protect their homes — they rewrite the rules.

Sometimes organizing is about reimagining the sys-
tem. Housing First does just that.

Housing First is an approach that centres on provid-
ing permanent housing immediately and without any
preconditions. It is recovery-oriented and focuses on
meeting the human right to housing first and foremost
without requiring sobriety, treatment or service par-
ticipation. Research shows this model leads to higher
housing retention rates, improved physical and mental

health outcomes and better com-
munity integration.

Tim Aubry’s randomized con-
trolled trial in Moncton, N.B., fur-
ther supports this approach. Par-
ticipants given access to Housing
First experienced significantly
faster and more stable housing
outcomes, alongside improved
mental health and quality of life,
compared to those receiving tra-
ditional services.

This model proves that stable
housing isn’t just compassionate
— it’s effective. And it works in
smaller communities and major
cities alike.

Tenant unions are growing. Co-
ops are forming. Policy change is
possible. Join a local tenant group.
Support co-op housing initiatives.
Talk to your neighbours. Share
what you’ve learned.

Because renters aren’t waiting.
We’re organizing. We’re fighting
back. And we’re building some-
thing better.
BRITT SIMPSON IS A BACHELOR

OF SOCIAL WORK STUDENT 

AT ALGOMA UNIVERSITY.

How renters
are fighting
back and
winning
B R I T T S I M P S O N

More 
and more
tenants are
organizing,
forming
unions and
demanding
that housing
be treated as
a right, not a
commodity

LETTERS WELCOME, 250-WORD 

MAXIMUM, FULL NAME REQUIRED. 

PREFERENCE MAY GO TO SHORTER

LETTERS, AND ALL LETTERS ARE SUBJECT

TO EDITING.

SEND TO LETTERS@THESPEC.COM

What are we
doing wrong?
Last week, my wife and I return-
ed from a vacation in Iceland.
The first morning I opened our
morning issue of The Spectator
to find a rather large photo and
article on the sorry state of the
roads in Hamilton.

Iceland is a country of just un-
der 400,000 residents. It has cli-
mate swings much more severe
than we have in Ontario, and yet,
after driving several hundred
miles on their road surfaces the
only pothole/crack in the road
that we saw was in one town that
recently was almost surrounded
by lava eruptions. The remaining
road surfaces were pristine and
did not show any sign of having
been repaired since they were
constructed.

All that and there is estimated
to be one seismic event in Ice-
land every eight seconds!

Perhaps our public works de-
partment needs to look into ex-
actly what material Iceland uses
to create such a wonderful road
system.
David Eyles, Hamilton

Nuclear weapons
dissuade aggressors
In today’s world, the best de-
fence is being nuclear-armed.
Pacts or non-aggression agree-
ments are not worth the paper
they are written on.

Such an agreement signed by
predators didn’t help Ukraine

when it disposed of its nukes, but
a certain North Korean dictator
is doing very well for himself
having them.

Encircled by predators, Canada
is not very smart rejecting own-
ership of nukes in this situation.
It is delusional not to expect ag-
gression in the near future. The
three main aggressors of today —
China, U.S. and Russia — are jos-
tling for world domination and it
is totally insane thinking they
wouldn’t touch Canada because
we are “good guys.”
Ivan Skradski, Hamilton

We should’ve 
rejected nukes
After the bombings in 1945 of Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki, society
and world governments should
have learned from the devasta-
tion such a weapon brought up-
on humanity. Having just fin-
ished a devastating Second
World War that again killed mil-
lions, we should have dismantled
and destroyed all methods for
producing nuclear weapons.

All efforts and money slated for
nuclear weapon production
could have been diverted to
fighting diseases, combating
poverty and generally improving
the quality of life for all on this
rock we call Earth. This sounds
very utopian, but just imagine
how much better society would
be now had the world just paused
in 1945 and saw what we did to
the cities of Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki and said no!
Mike LoSchiavo, Stoney Creek

Greenbelt may
be beyond saving
Re: Ontarians have just lost core
democratic protections — and few
realize it, June 20
The commentary above put it in
layman’s terms.

Everyone who values our dem-
ocratic rights needs to keep a
leash on Doug Ford. 

At present, he can take over
anything as stated and call it “a
special economic zone.” He can
come back and develop the
Greenbelt.

We could only protect it and
push back before because there
was no Bill 5. We need to be
shooting this bill down. This is
my first step.
Gay Stanley, Dundas

Dealing with 
would-be scammers
Re: ‘I should have slammed the
door’: Police warn public against
roof-repair scams, pressure tac-
tics targeting seniors, June 23
Now that I’m a senior I find the
best deterrent is to say, “Oh, my
son handles all my finances, can I
give you his number?” They’re
off like a shot!
Sandra Hanmer, Hamilton
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